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PAULHARRIS - ROTARY’S FOUNDER
ith the vision of one man Paul P. Harris.
orn on 19 April 1868 in Racine, Wisconsin,
pved to Wallingford, Vermont, where he grew
is paternal grandparents. He attended the
t and Princeton University and received his
niversity of lowain 1891.
5 settled in Chicago and opened a law practice.
et fellow attorney Bob Frank for dinner on
e. They walked around the area, stopping at
& 5 Harris was impressed that Frank was friendly
W | with many of the shopkeepers. He had not seen this kind of
camaraderie among businessmen since moving to Chicago and
. wondered if there was a way to channel it, because it reminded him
| of growing up in Wallingford.

a “The thought persisted that I was experiencing only what
had happened to hundreds, perhaps thousands, of others in the
great city. ... I was sure that there must be many other young men
who had come from farms and small villages to establish themselves
il | in Chicago. ... Why not bring them together? If others were longing

| for fellowship as I was, something would come of it.”

Harris eventually persuaded several business associates to
| discuss the idea of forming an organization for local professionals.
| On 23 February 1905, Harris, GustavusLoehr, Silvester Schiele, and
& | Hiram Shorey gathered at Loehr’s office in downtown Chicago for
A what would become known as the first Rotary club meeting.

In February 1907, Harris was elected the third president of
the Rotary Club of Chicago. Toward the end of his presidency, he
worked to expand Rotary beyond the city. Some club members
resisted, not wanting to take on the additional financial burden. But
Harris persisted, and by 1910, Rotary had expanded to several other
major U.S. cities.

Harris recognized the need to form a national association
| with an executive board of directors. In August 1910, Rotarians

TRITE STOTERSEONT  BMInSe @@530 | held their first national convention in Chicago, where the 16 existing

=53 3 03 3 @ = 2 | clubs unified as the National Association of Rotary Clubs (now
m@m 8 T, Eegb RC) ORI Y WO | Rotary International). The new association unanimously elected

SoRN OSE@ 0ed w@mm@o BRHI, w@gﬁ ¢z3. B3 | Harris as its president.

’}ip 3R 33N oL § N0 Ndo o3 eDOCSCﬁD. | At the end of his second term as Rotary president, Harris

- — resigned, citing ill health and the demands of his professional
ATIONT NBIFT CR.OF ST .ToN00 TX | practice and personal life. He was elected president emeritus by

TPBR, B8 @ﬁﬁiﬁ VPODR[TILD YT FTFOT | convention action, a title he held until his death.
o3e®. éﬁd@zﬁ\oﬁp DY Bee3d §)g§€ m@’g TT 555553 | In the mid-1920s, Harris became actively involved in Rotary
2253 5‘3@ 6@5 B DO HIY [HRRTT. again, serving as the public face of the organization. To promote
membership and service, he attended conventions and visited clubs
@Cj ﬁmd 3R.3. FROIDFTOTIONED YOOI | throughout the world, often accompanied by his wife, Jean.
m3@@, ® D "gﬁﬁiﬁ DU BReE3D Cj"" one 353 | Harris died on 27 January 1947 in Chicago at age 78, after a
age@ﬁm OTIND °&C$@ jvﬁ%m@dd MQJS Tt} | prolonged illness. Before his death, he made it known that he

| preferred contributions to The Rotary Foundation in lieu of flowers.
@?’35 @ﬁ a"@’\’ @Gdaﬁﬁ%om TR TRRTH ) ~ | By coincidence, days before he died, Rotary leaders had committed
‘ao@@ JPR TOTOT Te3D WOTIN Qﬁﬁ@)r\) | to a major fundraising effort for the Foundation.
TX3020 0 VTR 5@3%§ﬁ% TONR =0 935 OIANTOT | Upon news of his death, Rotary created the Paul Harris
Q 2} QL g

82,4808 0HTOR 5 3& 3 SO30s. |Memorial Fund as a way to solicit these donations. Rotarians were
encouraged to commemorate the late founder of Rotary by
3 J03T IS %?OZ’DFC%F BR.QF°.288. YVTVTED | contributing to the fund, which would be used for purposes dear to
933 odgg@ojg wﬁ TR oj;sgb 'r’gjoj;@ @@@ﬁ.@ Harris” heart. In the 18 months following his death, The Rotary
%G@%@%d& BT @@m wbﬁdb?ﬁawdd) HReR Foundation received $1.3 million, which helped support the
“gpEd = dé% 55)&‘%@?5” “ﬁ)&’)ﬂ.@u = ﬁ)d ! am = I Foundation’s first program - scholarships for graduate study abroad.
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02.

Ll Zell THE OBJECT OF ROTARY

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideals of service as a basis of
worthy enterprise and in particular, to encourage and foster:
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SECOND
FIRST High ethical standards in
business and professions; the
The development of recognition of the worthiness of
acquaintance as an all useful occupations; and the
opportunity for service; dignifying of each Rotarian's
occupation as an opportunity to
serve society;
03. 04.
THIRD FOURTH
The application of the The advancement of
ideal of service in each international understanding,
Rt memae] goodwill, and peace through a
. P o world fellowship of business
busmess/profess.\onaL and professional persons
and community life; united in the ideal of service.
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